
ENG244: Textual Histories   Dr Justin Tonra 
 

Continuous Assessment Assignment 1: bibliographical definition for BookGloss 
 

For this assignment, you will be writing a definition of a bibliographical term that will be posted 
to BookGloss. In the assignment, you should aim to present the following: 
 

1. A clear definition of the term; 
2. A description of its bibliographical significance: how and why the term is important to 

the study of books; 
3. Photographs or illustrations to support your definition; 
4. A summary of how the term has been discussed in two separate instances of scholarship. 

 
You do not necessarily need to divide up your assignment under these exact headings, but you 
should aim to address each of these points. 
 
In this assignment, you will be judged on your ability to define and give examples that illustrate 
the term; on your wider awareness of bibliographical terms and how the feature you are defining 
relates to the study of bibliography; on your ability to research and locate relevant scholarship. 
You will also be assessed on the clarity of your writing, use of appropriate vocabulary, and 
general writing and punctuation skills. 
 
Further advice: 
 

1. For definitions of your term, the best places to start are the reference books by Carter, 
Glaister, and Suarez & Woudhuysen. 

2. In describing the significance of the term, you could describe how it contributes to book 
production processes, how it enables the scholar to ‘read’ the physical construction of the 
book, whether it influences the text or textual transmission of a printed work—in short, 
why it is important to bibliography. 

3. You should aim to photograph a physical object that you have consulted in person, and 
not simply take a photograph from the web. This will not always be possible: when a 
term relates to a printing process, for example. However, when you are illustrating a 
feature of a book, you should photograph a book. Rare books are available for 
consultation in the Special Collection Reading Room of James Hardiman Library, and the 
librarians can assist you with your research. 

4. The term that you define will have featured in bibliographical scholarship, and you must 
present and summarise two examples. These can be journal articles, books, book 
chapters, or any other appropriate form of scholarship. You should begin your search for 
references in Tanselle’s Bibliography Syllabus, and in scholarly databases such as Jstor. 
If you need a book or article that is not held in the James Hardiman Library, you can have 
it delivered through Inter-Library Loans. Bear in mind that ILL deliveries can take a 
week, so try to conduct your search for scholarship well in advance of the assignment 
deadline. When you have found your sources, you should briefly summarise the role that 
your term plays in your chosen scholarship: does the scholarly argument depend upon the 
term you are researching, or does it play a more minor role? If you are unable to find 
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scholarship on you assigned term, you should state this in your paper and describe the 
attempts you made to locate articles, books, etc. 

 
Practicalities: 
 

• This assignment is due in Week 5. It should be about 750 words in length, and is worth 
15% of the mark for the seminar. 

• Submit this assignment to Turnitin on the class Blackboard page, and email a copy to me 
before class in Week 5. 

• Include a completed cover sheet with the assignment. 
• Remember to cite your sources within the text, and to present a full bibliography of 

sources at the end. You should use the MLA citation style which is outlined in the 3BA 
Handbook. Pay particular attention to citing online sources. 

• Provide captions for photographs. 
• If you want to include a hyperlink in the BookGloss version of your assignment, insert a 

footnote marker in the text at the point of the hyperlink, and include the URL in the 
footnote. 
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