
ENG244: Textual Histories   Dr Justin Tonra 
 

Continuous Assessment Assignment 2: book biography 
 
In your book biography, you should present the following information: 
 

1. A title-page transcription of your pre-1800 book; 
2. The format and collation formula of the book; 
3. Notes on any anomalies that you find in your book; 
4. A short biography of the book. 

 
There is a standardised way of completing parts 1 and 2. You will learn how to complete these in 
the class on Descriptive Bibliography. You will find it difficult to complete these parts 
accurately without this advice, so it is very important for you to attend this class. 
 
In part 3, you should describe any unusual bibliographical features in your book. For example, is 
it missing any leaves? Are there are significant printing errors? Does it contain any leaves that 
are gathered incorrectly? Here, you may find it useful to compare your book to online copies on 
sites like Google Books, ECCO, HathiTrust, or the Internet Archive. For this part of the 
assignment, you should bring your bibliographical training to bear in articulating what that 
particular book, as a physical and historical artifact, communicates to you. You should analyse 
any anomalies you find, giving your opinion about their cause and significance. 
 
If you have been able to find any information about the provenance of the book, you should 
include it in part 4. Does the book show any signs of ownership? Does it contain signatures, 
bookplates, or marginalia? What have you been able to learn about the printer and/or publisher of 
the book? Where does the book fit in the textual transmission of the work? Is it a first edition, or 
a later edition? Is it an authorized printing or a piracy? 
 
This assignment will examine your ability to describe and analyse a single copy of a book. You 
will be assessed on your ability to complete a Descriptive Bibliography, and to examine, 
describe, and analyse the physical features of the book. Your research on provenance and 
publication history will also be evaluated. In addition, you will also be assessed on the clarity of 
your writing, use of appropriate vocabulary, and general writing and punctuation skills. 
 
Practicalities: 
 

• This assignment is due in Week 8. It should be about 750 words in length (excluding 
parts 1 and 2), and is worth 15% of the mark for the course. 

• Submit this assignment to Turnitin on the class Blackboard page. 
• Include a completed cover sheet with the assignment. 
• Remember to cite your sources within the text, and to present a full bibliography of 

sources at the end. You should use the MLA citation style which is outlined in the 3BA 
Handbook. Pay particular attention to citing online sources. 

• You may include illustrations, if you wish. 
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